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Hello Fellow Troop Mates, 

       This past February marked the end of my second year as Scoutmaster for troop 188. It has been both 

an honor and a privilege to be associated with such a wonderful group of people. We, as a Troop, have 

accomplished a great deal in the last two years. I would like to take a moment and reflect on our accom-

plishments.  

       The year just completed, 2013, is the second year in a row that we as a Troop have attained the top 

honor, Gold Status, in the Journey to Excellence unit recognition program. This is not an easy task and is 

based on our performance delivering a quality Scout Program to our youth. Some of the areas measured 

include the number of overnight camping experiences offered, percentage of youth advancing in rank, 

service hours performed, training status of our adults as well as our commitment to a well thought out 

and balanced budget. We scored near the top in almost every category. In those areas we did not do as 

well the Troop leadership has committed itself to improving our performance so as to continue to offer 

our youth the best program we can. 

      Our 2013 calendar year saw us continue to have above average retention of youth in the program. The 

number one reason boys leave us is because they earn the Eagle Rank and turn eighteen, usually simulta-

neously! Speaking of Eagle Scouts, we currently have 11 Life Scouts, all of whom are working towards 

Eagle Rank. I am hoping we will see several of them attain this goal in 2014. 

       Recruitment/Outreach has also been another bright spot. We have doubled the number of youth that 

join us every year for the past three years running. This is due to the huge efforts by our scouts and adults 

to make our presence known to the local Cub Scout Packs. We are accomplishing this by assisting at Pack 

activities such as Pinewood Derbies, having an active group of Den Chiefs, as well as hosting groups of Cub 

Scouts to help them with their advancement plan. This is in addition to the Feast and our Open House. 

Whew! I am exhausted just thinking about the effort that goes into these events! And that does not in-

clude the individual efforts of our scouts as they talk to their friends about Boy Scouts and Troop 188. 

       I am also very proud of our youth leadership. They are engaged and willing to do what it takes to get 

the job done. Our last Patrol Leaders Council meeting saw eleven scouts attend. That was representation 

from every Patrol as well as the Senior Patrol Leader and both of his assistants. The overall consensus of 

the attending scouts was that it was a very productive meeting. Wait until you see how this translates into 

a successful Spring Camp-O-Ree for the Troop. 

     Last I want to call attention to the adults of the troop who give so unselfishly of their time. It would be 

very difficult for any of these things to happen without the support of the parents of our scouts. Your 

efforts do make a difference so, on behalf of the boys and myself, thank you!  

      It has been an eventful two years, filled with many challenges. But by overcoming those challenges we 

have strengthened ourselves as a Troop and restored the pride we have in ourselves for a job well done. I 

look forward to serving Troop 188 for another year, in my opinion, the best Troop in Signal Hill District. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Jackson  

Scoutmaster 

 



 

 

 

www.troop188.nwsc.org/                                                   www.facebook.com/troop188Palatine 

 

Winter Court of Honor 

Troop 188 celebrated our Court of Honor on a cold winter 

night in January. Despite the challenging weather, our Scouts 

were recognized for their advancements and achievements, 

and of course, Scouts and families enjoyed a fine meal as well. 
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Troop Outings and Events this winter included: 

 Troop open house 

 Klondike Campout 

 Whittling with Bears den from Pack 282 

 Serving as judges at various Cub Scout Pack Pinewood Derbies  

 Wilmot Mountain Ski and Tubing Outing 

 Scout to Life and Life to Eagle seminars 

 Hosting Christ Lutheran Church Lenten supper 

 USS Cobia Overnight 

 Merit Badge University 
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Having fun 

at Klondike 

campout 

Life Scout 

to Eagle 

Scout 

seminar 
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Pinewood 

Derby judging 

and Wilmot 

outing 

Whittling with Bears 

from Pack 282 
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Volo Auto Museum and USS Cobia Trip  

By: Scotty J. 

The submarine outing was an absolutely amazing trip.  All of 

the scouts, including myself, enjoyed it.  Before we went to 

the submarine itself, we went to the Volo Car Museum  

There, we were able to walk amongst all sorts of old, as well 

as very expensive cars.  Alongside these cars were some of 

the very vehicles used in movies!  One such vehicle was the 

car used in the movie Grease during the scene in which they 

performed the song “Greased Lightning,” and even the 

“Death Car,” from Bonny and Clyde.  After a short visit to 

the antique shop that held all sorts of knickknacks, we were 

on the road again.   

Finally, we arrived in Manitowoc, WI. First, we went to a 

local pizza place for a quick slice of pie.  Then, we all 

grabbed our gear and went inside the Wisconsin Maritime 

Museum!  We viewed a quick video and then we all headed 

onto the U.S.S Cobia (this was the name of the submarine).  

Our troop first started out in the front torpedo room!  We 

were told the many functions of the room, and were al-

lowed to go through a short little demonstration of how to 

fire a torpedo. It was a blast (pun intended)!  We all contin-

ued to explore, as well as enjoy various activities.  At one 

time, we all participated in a diving demonstration.  We also 

decoded messages in the sub’s kitchen.  After this tour of 

the Cobia, we returned to our gear, changed, and returned 

so that we could turn in for the night.  Others who were not 

tired quite yet were allowed to go through the “Nook and 

Cranny Tour.”  This tour allowed us to visit the portions of 

the ship that are normally off-limits.   

The next morning we were welcomed by some light snow as 

we walked around the museum and visited the Gift Shop.  

When the day came to a close, we were on our way home.  

From what I’ve heard, everyone has told me of how they 

absolutely loved the trip, and would gladly come back 

again.    
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On Saturday, March 29th our 
Scouts had the opportunity 

to attend a Merit Badge Uni-
versity at Northern Illinois 

University, DeKalb, IL. Scouts 
met with merit badge coun-
selors, enjoyed a pizza lunch, 
and learned about the activi-
ties’ sponsor, the Alpha Phi 

Omega Fraternity’s three pil-
lars  of leadership, fellowship 
and service through games 
and activities. It was a well-
attended and worthwhile 

event.  

 



 

Scout Leadership Roles 

 

Graham D.  Senior Patrol Leader 

Tom He.  Assistant Senior Patrol Leader 

Ashton B.  Assistant Senior Patrol Leader 

Alex V.  Troop Quartermaster 

Cal K.   Troop Librarian 

Alex T.  Troop Historian 

Triston Ott.  Chaplain’s Aide 

Tom Maj.  Webmaster/O.A. Representative 

Will O.  Patrol Leader-Charred Wolves Patrol/Troop Musician 

Hunter C.  Assistant Patrol Leader-Charred Wolves Patrol 

Nick L.  Patrol Quartermaster-Charred Wolves Patrol 

Scotty J.  Patrol Leader-Bat Men Patrol/Den Chief 

Nick M.  Assistant Patrol Leader-Bat Men Patrol 

Zach K.  Patrol Quartermaster-Bat Men Patrol 

Kyle B.  Troop Guide/Den Chief 

Duncan J.  Troop Guide 

Tim R.                       Patrol Leader-Unknown Patrol 

David G.                   Assistant Patrol Leader-Unknown Patrol 

Tom Ha.  Quartermaster-Unknown Patrol 

Zach G.  Troop Guide/Den Chief 

Tim N.  Instructor/Service Projects Coordinator 

Garret O.  Instructor/Cub Scout Liaison 

Brian P.  Instructor/Athletics Coordinator 
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Remember the dif-

ference between a 

boss and a leader. 

The boss says: 

“Go” and the lead-

er says: “Let’s Go!” 



Troop Adult Leadership 

Scoutmaster      

Ken Jackson 

Assistant Scoutmasters 

William Brinston 

Jon Conner                         

Stephen Corcoran                                                            

Gary Gray 

Mark Haasser                                                                        

Scott Johnson 

 Matt Maj, Webmaster 

 Tony Maniscalco 

Mark Mitchell 

Dave Ottenfeld                                                                     

Tim Schneiderwind 

 

 

Charter Organization 

Christ Lutheran Church 

41 S. Rohlwing Rd. 

Palatine, IL 60074 

http://clcpalatine.org 

Troop 188 meets at this location     

every Monday                                                    

from 7:00pm - 8:30pm  
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