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Hello Troop 188
As we wind down the Scouting year, I would like to take this time to say
a few words. By now you are aware that I am stepping down as Troop
Committee Chair passing on the reins to Cathie Johnson.
I would like to say Thank You to all of you for all of the support and
guidance that was given to me throughout the year. Without your help
I would not have been able to do the job of Committee Chair. While
stepping down as Committee Chair I will be staying with the Troop as a committee member
and liaison to our Charter Organization (CLC) for a while.
I would like to take this time to reflect on my Scouting experience and in the process I hope
encourage all of our Scouts and Parents.
I started in the Scouting program when Justin was in 2nd grade. At that time I got involved
by being a Committee Member in our Cub Scout Pack. The following year I became more
involved by becoming a Den Leader in addition to volunteering within the Pack.
When Justin Bridged to Boy Scouts and joined Troop 188, I sat back the first year and
volunteered in the Troop were needed. After the a year of helping here and there, I joined
the Troop Committee, and then last year took on the position of Troop Committee Chair.
My Scouting experience was not limited to Boy Scouts, I was also the Den Mother for my
daughter who was also involved with Girl Scouts from K-6 during that time.
Justin always loved for me to be involved and always said that because of my involvement
it gave him the inspiration to strive to become an Eagle Scout and came to understand
what Service was all about. If I have taken anything away from all of this, it is to know that
as your Scout see you involved in the program they will also take a great involvement and
who knows where that could lead your Scout, the skies, the limit. With that said please
take the time to really get involved with your Scout help him and guide become the best
Scout ever and who knows it could lead to an Eagle Scout. As Justin has told me so many
times he would not have been able to do all that he has done, learned all that he has
learned, become and Eagle Scout and person he is today if it were not for Scouts. His wish
has always been to have every boy get involved in Scouts so they can experience what he
has.
Words cannot express how proud I am of each and every one of you, a lot of you I have
seen grown from boys to young men and it makes be proud to have been a part of Troop
188. Please continue to work hard and I hope to see all of you become Eagle Scouts one
day, so I look forward to invites to your Eagle Court of Honor. Parents please continue to
volunteer and guide your Scout it will be an experience you will never forget and neither
will your Scout.
God Bless you all and again Thank you.
Yours in Scouting
Lori Roberts
Committee Chair
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So, what does that mean?
Troop 188 is known as being a “boy run troop”,
something that we pride ourselves on in letting the boys
make most (within reason) of the decisions, although
they have suggested trips to tropical islands for summer
camp, prime rib dinners at the camp site and other
wonderful ideas, there ARE times when the adults need
to offer a little ‘aged’ wisdom.
In order to run a ’boy run troop’ it is essential to have
strong leadership not only in the adults but within the
youth panel of leaders.

Tristan O ~ Asst. Senior Patrol Leader, Duncan J. ~ Senior Patrol
Leader and Kyle B. ~ Asst. Senior Patrol Leader

A Boy Scout Troop is led by the Senior Patrol Leader, a
boy elected by the troop. Troop 188 holds it’s in December and May, for terms of January thru June and July
through December. This elected SPL has ultimate responsibility for all the scouts in all the patrols in his troop.
He runs all troop meetings, delegates responsibilities, and interacts with adult leadership. According to Scouting.org
the SPL should be at least a First Class rank scout and must earn the respect and cooperation of his troop to be
successful.
The senior patrol leader chooses another scout that he can
work with and that he respects to fill the role of Assistant
Senior Patrol Leader. The ASPL fills in for the SPL as needed
and helps with running and managing the troop on outings
and at meetings.
The SPL and ASPL run the Troop Meetings which are held 2
to 4 times per month. In troop meetings, scouts learn skills,
present skits, play games, and prepare for monthly campouts.
The SPL also runs the monthly Patrol Leaders Conference - a
monthly meeting of all the patrol leaders in the troop - to
review activities, plan new events, and delegate tasks to the
patrols. This is the main organizational body of a troop.
Each scout belongs to a Patrol which is a group of 5 to 10 boys, led by a Patrol Leader, one of their own that they
elect. The patrol leader is responsible for organizing, motivating, and managing his patrol. He represents the
interests of his patrol mates when planning activities with other patrols and relays information to his patrol as
needed. The patrol leader appoints an Assistant Patrol Leader to help him with the patrol duties.

Congratulations to our new youth leadership!
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ARE YOU WEARING
YOUR BOY SCOUT
UNIFORM PROPERLY?
A note from Mrs. Osterhues….
The purpose in wearing a uniform is to show that you are
equals in the spirit of brotherhood and that you stand for
certain ideals.
Always wear your uniform proudly. When you are in
uniform, remember who you are and what you stand
for. Let it be an example to all others who see you that
you are a person of responsibility who can be trusted,
and can be trusted to lend a hand when help is needed.
Always act accordingly, as people will always look to you with respect.

Wearing your Scout uniform
Wear your complete uniform proudly and correctly at all Scouting events:
 At patrol and troop meetings, hikes, camps, rallies, and banquets
 When you appear before a board of review or a court of honor
 When you take part in Scout service projects in your community and in the backcountry
 During Scout Anniversary Week in February

Parts of the Scout Uniform
The official BSA uniform consists of a Scout cap, a shirt, trousers or shorts, belt, socks, sash, and closed shoes
(not sandals) or hiking boots. For cold weather, you may choose to wear a long-sleeved Scout shirt or a long-sleeved
shirt under your Scout uniform (usually red, green or navy). (see photo) Troop 188 does not require a Scout cap or
official scout socks.
Scouts throughout the world are recognized by their neckerchiefs. Each troop chooses its own color and/or design and
they are to be worn uniformly throughout the troop.

How to wear a neckerchief
Roll the long edge of the scarf to about 6 inches from the tip. Place the scarf smoothly around your neck and lay it
under or over the collar and hold it in place with a slide. (see photo)

Scarf and slide are to be worn at all functions: Class A dress, banquets, special functions, such as parades,
ceremonies, church or when attending any visiting Scout troops or functions.

When and how to wear your Scout sash
The Scout sash is considered part of your Class A Uniform and is worn over the right shoulder with the pointed end at
the left hip. It is to be worn at all special scouting events:
 Court of Honor
 Scout Sunday
 All banquets, parades, ceremonies, church functions, visiting other troops
 Members of the Order of the Arrow (OA) will wear their white sash in place of the green sash at the above scouting
events and will wear them to all OA meetings/functions unless otherwise specified.

Epaulettes distinguish position by color – Troop 188 Boy Scouts and Leaders wear GREEN.
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Right Pocket







Varsity strip centered above BSA (but not touching) & above Interpreter Strip
Interpreter strip centered directly above BSA (but not touching)
Temporary badges attached by the loop to the button, the temporary badge is to be worn only one at a time and for
one year only.
Permanent patches are to be centered & sewn directly onto the right pocket (i.e. JLT patch/Junior Leadership
Training, the Hawaiian patch...)
Order of the Arrow Patch- the top of patch is centered & sewn at the top edge of the pocket flap; patch is sewn only
at the sides of flap to allow access to pocket & button
Recruiter badge-centered at bottom edge of pocket

Left Pocket







Rank-touching edge of flap point
Arrow of Light-touching bottom edge of rank
Religious Emblem-above left pocket touching edge
Religious Medals-centered directly over top edge of pocket
Service Stars-centered on left pocket 1" above top pocket seam
World Crest-centered 4" above left pocket

Right Sleeve





U.S. flag-at edge of shoulder seam
Baden Powell Patrol Star-touching edge of Patrol emblem
Patrol emblem-directly below flap (but not touching)
Quality Patch-4" from bottom edge of sleeve

Left Sleeve






Council Patch-centered at edge of shoulder seam
Troop Numeral-touches bottom edge of council patch
Anniversary notch-between council patch & troop numeral ¼" from each
Badge of Office-touching bottom edge of troop numeral
Training Patch-1 ½" from bottom of sleeve

Left Shoulder


Den Chief's cord-left shoulder on epaulette

Class A Uniform






Scout shirt
Scout scarf & slide
Scout pants/shorts
Scout belt
Scout sash

Class B Uniform






Scout t-shirt
Scout cap
Scout pants/shorts
Scout belt
Scout socks

Red hoodies (optional) are available (for sale) through Troop 188. Red jackets can be purchased through the Scout
Shop. Any patches that have to do with Scouting may be placed on it. This includes patches and/or strips from any
state parks that you have visited/hiked/serviced with your troop in the past.
It is a great idea to place all patches that have been removed from your shirt onto your jacket as a memory of your
scouting experience. Others, as well as Scouts, will be able to see the great fun you've had and places you've been
while in scouting, and is also an incentive to others for joining your troop!
I hope that you and your family enjoy Boy Scouting and continue to share all of your skills long after you have
completed your journey on the Trail to Eagle. Always keep God and country first, involve yourself and support your
troop well, create your own fun, keep our Scout Laws and values and exude Boy Scout spirit as much outside of your
troop as well as with your troop!
Mrs. Osterhues, Troop 188 Advancement Chair
Boys Scout Troop 188
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On January 28th Troop 188 held its Winter Court of Honor—another amazing celebration of our Scouts and their
successes. The Master Of Ceremony for the evening was Tom H., who did an amazing job!
Throughout the evening of celebration 74 Merit Badges awarded ranging from Archery to Scholarship, Citizen in the
Community, Nation and World and even Personal Fitness. 9 Rank Advancements were celebrated—Congratulations
to Zach K., Ashton B., Cal K., Zach G., Scotty J., Graham D., Kyle B., Matthew G and Eric B. Palms? Yes, we had Palms
too…...congrats to Nicholas B and Brandon O.!
It wouldn’t be a Troop 188 Winter Court of Honor without out traditional Spaghetti Dinner! Kudos to Sue Koeppl and
Trisha Pazdioch for organizing our dinner and to Mark Stowick for brewing up his amazing sauce! Thank you to all of
those who lent a hand in set up, serving and clean up, and a special thank you to everyone who brought in desserts
to share!
Welcome to our guests from Pack 59 who came out to experience first hand the celebration of Scouting that Troop
188 presents—and the sense of family that is so important among a group to build and grow upon. Rumor has it
that Hunter C. is anxiously awaiting his 2 weeks until he can attend his first official
Boy Scout meeting!
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Troop 188 hosted it’s first ever Winter Open House in February, 2013. An overall success in terms of reaching out to 5th and
6th graders who may still be on the ‘fence’ about joining a troop after Cub Scouts , or may have never been in scouts before
but wanted to take a glimpse at what we had to offer. Troop 188 with the help of Kyle, Scotty, Cal, Graham, Tristan, Zach G.,
Jameson, Nathan, Eddie, Eric, Tim and Alex V. for coming out and working with the potential scouts.
A special thanks to Mr. Jackson, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Brinston, Mr. Graham, Mr. Dano, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Corcoran, Mr. Gray and
Mr. Mitchell for setting up and overseeing stations including cooking, camping, Sea Base, High Adventuring, summer camp,
scuba and games for all.

That was the theme of one of our January troop meetings where the benefits of a “Boy
Run Troop” excelled. Kyle, ASPL and Scotty, Nighthawks PL organized a group of boys to
execute a “Be Prepared” meeting filled with winter first aide knowledge, winter shelters
and cold winter camping prep. Sadly, Mother Nature didn’t provide the snow that we
needed, so they improvised with their own version.
The meeting including an ‘un’-expected performance by Mr. Johnson who tested the troop
to see if they were ‘prepared’ for the unknown/unscripted tragedy of a leader having a
heart attack. Guess what? They were! Thank goodness.
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The evening continued with Mr. Jackson’s demonstration of snow-shelter survival options
and the boys had their hands at creating their own models of what their shelter would look
like if they were to be caught in an ‘un’-expected situation.
www.troop-188.org
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Well, there we go again—producing yet
another Eagle Scout!
Kudos to David B. for earning his Eagle
Rank! Just this month David and his family
celebrated his accomplishments with a
quaint ceremony at Kingswood Methodist
Church in Buffalo Grove where David
completed his Eagle Project by performing
clean up and landscaping needs for the
church.
Congratulations David!
“Once an Eagle, always an Eagle.”

When a Scout joins a Troop he learns the Boy Scout Slogan; "to do a good turn daily". Later he develops leadership
skills that enable him to do more with his talents and uses them towards presenting, planning, organizing, raisings
funds and completing an approved project for his Eagle Project, just like David B. (above) as well as many other Troop
188 Eagles before him.
A Scout will be challenged and tested through many service projects over the years, such projects instill good citizenship in doing mission work and service for others. Life and Star Scouts should pay special attention to service project
opportunities!
As a Troop, 188 performs various community service projects for our Charter Organization, and will continue to do so,
such as Spring Clean Up, Fall Clean Up, Sunday School Recruitment/Carnival Help, Adopt—A– Family and Lentin Soup
Suppers, to name a few.
As incoming Committee Chair, I have challenged our boys to do more community service in addition to what we do
for CLC, but outside of the box. My goal is for us to do 4 different projects per year.
So, to start us off, on May 11—Troop 188 will be spending some time assisting ‘Feed My Starving Children’ with
preparing hand packed meals specifically for malnourished children that are shipped to 70 countries around the
world.
This project will be led by Kathleen Losch, with help from Sue Koeppl, our new Community Service Project
Coordinator.
We have a few more ideas for some fun projects over the next year—and are open to your input. Currently on the
slate is Relay For Life and Rockin’ With The Soldiers (by popular request). Keep your eyes and ears
open for more information to come about Feed My Starving Children and MORE!
I encourage you and your family to “do a good turn daily”……..and take part in Troop 188’s efforts
to serve our community.
Cathie Johnson
Boys Scout Troop 188
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For 103 years old, the Boy Scouts of America sure looks good!
The nation’s top youth-serving organization was born on Feb. 8, 1910 — five score and three years ago today.
But despite its age, the BSA remains a vibrant, relevant movement of youth and adults who have a positive
impact on the world.
The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is one of the largest youth organizations in the United States, with over 4.5
million youth members in its age-related divisions. Since its founding in 1910 as part of the international Scout
Movement, more than 110 million Americans have been members of the BSA. The BSA goal is to train youth in
responsible citizenship, character development, and self-reliance through participation in a wide range of
outdoor activities, educational programs, and at older age levels, career-oriented programs in partnership with
community organizations. For younger members, the Scout method is part of the program to inculcate typical
Scouting values such as trustworthiness, good citizenship, and outdoors skills, through a variety of activities such
as camping, aquatics, and hiking.
So take a few minutes, blow out a candle and make a wish on behalf of one of the greatest youth organizations
around—because YOU are a part of it!
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www.troop-188.org

MERIT BADGES ….. A Part of BSA’s 103 Years of History!
Merit badges have been an integral part of the Scouting program since the start of the movement in the
United Kingdom on August 1,1907, and are an important part of the uniform and insignia of the Boy
Scouts.
Scouting came to the United States in 1910; the BSA quickly issued an initial list of just 14 merit badges,
but did not produce or award them. In 1911, the BSA manufactured the first official 57 merit badges and
began awarding them. The number of badges available has been as high as 127 in 1975 and again in
1987. As of September 2011, the number of badges available is 129.
Merit badges exist to encourage Scouts to explore areas that interest them and to teach them valuable
skills in Scoutcraft. The award of merit badges sometimes leads to careers and lifelong hobbies. Scouts
earn a merit badge by satisfying specified criteria; a Court of Honor is then held to present the badge.
Scouts can earn badges at any point in their Scouting career, although this was not always the case — in
the 1960s, Scouts first had to earn the rank of First Class Scout before being allowed to work on and earn
badges. The higher ranks of Star, Life Scout and Eagle require merit badges be earned. Certain badges
are mandatory to receive these higher ranks. For a few years during the 1980s and 90s, First Aid merit
badge was a requirement for the First Class Scout rank. Other mandatory badges include Citizenship in
the Community and Environmental Science .
The number of merit badges required for each of these higher ranks has varied historically, as has the
ratio of mandatory merit badges and non-mandatory badges for those ranks. Since 2005, Scouts must
earn a total of 21 merit badges for the Eagle Scout rank, 12 of which must be from the mandatory list.
Once Scouts attain the Eagle rank, they can earn Eagle Palms, a core requirement of which is earning
more merit badges.
Scouts are encouraged to visit www.meritbadge.com to see a list of available merit badges, merit badge
requirements and their corresponding worksheets.

Boy Scout Merit Badge Sash TODAY!

Boy Scout Merit Badge Sash from 1920’s

Any questions regarding Merit Badges can also be directed to
Mrs. Osterhues, Troop 188 Advancement Chair.
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The University of Wisconsin is holding their NUCLEAR SCIENCE merit badge workshop. All requirements will be
met and this badge will be earned on the day of attendance. Many of our Scouts have attended this awesome
opportunity in the past. It is a very well run and educational clinic. You are strongly encourage you to attend.
Parents are welcome to join the group!
Mr. Ottenfeld has agreed to organize this merit badge outing. Adults, please consider assisting Mr. Ottenfeld by
attending this outing with your Scout. The University is asking 1 adult attend per 5 scouts.
If you are interested in learning about nuclear science (or not, and just want to learn about something new) please
sign up ASAP. Mr. Ottenfeld will be providing more details as they become available.
Workshop includes a tour of the UW Nuclear Reactor. Scouts will also build a model of atoms, draw a radiation sign,
and see the movement of radiation. There are many other items on the agenda.
The date for this outing would be MARCH 16TH. Registration fee for the program is $11.00. Scout/transportation
cost will be determined based on the number attending. Scouts are to bring a SACK LUNCH.
The workshop will start at 10:00 AM and end at 4:30 PM. SIGN UP NOW!
This merit badge WILL require HOMEWORK IN ADVANCE. Scouts are required to complete the “homework” online
following the link on the www.atomicbadger.org/boyscouts webpage at least 3 days BEFORE the workshop.
It is highly suggested the Scouts first print off the worksheet and fill it in before submitting their answers online.
These pre-requisites take time to complete, it’s NOT advised to wait until the last few days to try to complete them!
Don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity to earn a merit badge at college.
You can find out more info at: http://www.atomicbadger.org/events-and-outreach/boy-scouts
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On Sunday, January 27th Signal Hill held it’s Annual Recognition Dinner. This event celebrates the hard
work and dedication of our Signal Hill Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Venturing and District Leaders.
The evening played out with a crime that needed to be solved—a murder that tasked us to determine the
killer(s) by way of process of elimination. If you look closely at the picture below you will find that not ALL
Troop 188 leaders are as innocent as they seem!

As the evening evolved, it was quite obvious that Troop 188 left no clues uncovered as to how incredibly
awesome our adult volunteers are as we stood out in the crowd with a rap sheet of nominees including,
Lori Roberts, Outstanding Committee Chair; Stephen Corcoran, Outstanding Assistant Scout Master;
Ken Jackson, Outstanding Scoutmaster; Bridget Osterhues and Celia DeLeon, Outstanding Committee
Member; The Osterhues Family, The Johnson Family and The Norman Family—for Family of The Year.
Bill Schiestel, Outstanding Unit Commissioner and Michael McNutt, Outstanding Charter Organization
Representative.
And the winners for Troop 188 are…………

Ken Jackson, Scoutmaster Of The Year

Celia DeLeon, Committee Member Of The Year

The Norman Family—Family Of The Year
Plus, a shout out goes to CREW 188 for having winners too!
Beth Stowick, Committee Chair Of The Year

Cheryl McManus, Crew Advisor Of The Year

Bill Schiestel, Unit Commissioner Of The Year

Michael McNutt, COR Of The Year
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It’s that time of year again—RE-CHARTER TIME!
Last month you received an email asking you to “Be Prepared” for this
process which comes every February.
At the Winter Court Of Honor you should have received an envelope from
Troop 188 with a copy of your Scout Account information, a Information
Sheet and a BSA Medical Form—along with a notice of when your scouts
medical form on file will expire.
If you did not get your envelope, please check the Information Table—any remaining
envelopes can be picked up there.
Our goal is to bring our troop records up to date with all scout information; contact,
parental and medical. Doing so once a year should prove beneficial with the troop
communication aspect and allow us to move forward on outings without hesitation as to if a scout has his
medical forms up to date—ultimately allowing us to focus on program and not paperwork!
In conjunction with the updating process, Troop 188 is required to file it’s unit charter to NWSC in February.
Mr. Jackson has been reaching out to our scouts over the past couple of months seeking their intent to
re-charter. Over the next couple of weeks, Mrs. Brinston will be at the Information Table, confirming that your
son is re-chartering for the year 2013—2014 and collecting re-charter fees of $200.00 per Scout. You may use
your Scout Account funds towards re-chartering, so please be sure to review your account status sheet that
was included in the envelope that you received, and should you have any questions please see Mrs. Brinston.
Information sheets can be dropped off at the Information Table with Mr. Brown, along with Medical Forms.
Should you have any questions about any elements of this updating process, please see the appropriate point
person as follows:
Scout Account—Lisa Brinston
Medical Form—Celia DeLeon
Information Form—Trisha Pazdioch
Re-chartering—Cathie Johnson (Adult) or Ken Jackson (Youth)
We will also be conducting this process in the near future for Adult Leaders both for medical forms and for
contact information. If you have a son in the troop then your contact information will be inclusive of his
document, if not, then you will be asked to complete a form for your information.
Training for adult leaders is required at a minimum of Youth Protection Training. If you are a new member/
leader then you should have completed YPT as a guest on www.scouting.org before you can be chartered. If
you are a returning member/leader you will be expected to maintain your YPT within the BSA guidelines, with
renewal being every 2 years. If you are uncertain if you are up to date, please inquire with Karen Norman,
Training Coordinator.
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Troop Scout Leadership

Troop Adult Leadership

Senior Patrol Leader
Duncan J.

Scoutmaster
Ken Jackson

Assistant Patrol Leader
Tristan Os.
Kyle B.

Assistant Scoutmasters

Quartermaster
Nicholas L.
Scribe
Tom H.
Historian
Brian P.
Chaplains Aide
Zach G.
Librarian
Zach K.

William Brinston
Stephen Corcoran
Gary Gray
Scott Johnson
Dan McCoy
Mark Mitchell
Dave Ottenfeld
Mark Stowick

Charter Organization
Christ Lutheran Church
41 S. Rohlwing Rd.
Palatine, IL 60074

Musician
Graham D.
Travis P.
OA Representative
Tristan Ot.
Troop Guide
Eric B.
Cal K.
Brad W.

http://clcpalatine.org
Troop 188 meets at this location
every Monday
from 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Patrol Leaders
Patrol Leader/Assistant Patrol Leader/Quartermaster)
Angry Birds ~Graham D./Tom H./Brian P.
Deep Fried Fishies ~ Alex T./Zachary G./Ashton B.
Night Hawks ~ Scotty J./Nathan M./Alex R.
In an effort to protect the privacy of our troop family, contact information for Troop 188 Members
will NOT be published in “Irons In The Fire”. Please refer to your unit issued roster should you
need to contact anyone referred to in this publication. Cathie Johnson, Editor

