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     Scoutmaster Minute 

     The Troop is doing very well these days. Our scouts are engaged, advancing in rank, 

earning merit badges and participating in the many activities and opportunities available 

to them. The adults of the troop are also making huge contributions of effort and time all 

of which are making a large difference in the quality and effectiveness of our program. For 

that effort I want to thank everyone, youth and adults, who have contributed or            

participated, whether in a large or small way, as all efforts help make a difference.   

   I am worried though about us becoming complacent. It would be very easy to sit back 

and rest on our laurels. To think that things are going so well that all we have to do is just 

relax and let it happen. The truth is nothing ever “just happens”. To have a quality         

outcome you need to put in a quality effort. This holds true for the youth and their efforts 

at rank advancement as well as we adults and our efforts to provide them with a solid 

program to help them achieve their goals. 

   You see this relationship in other areas as well-sports for instance. A super star athlete 

remains a super star athlete just as long as they continue to practice their skills, train their 

bodies to be able to accept the physical demands made on it, and to exercise their minds 

so that they can identify and react to situations during the game that will benefit their 

team. Once they stop doing any of these you see their level of performance drop until 

they are no longer a super star, and if it continues they could even be dropped from the 

team.  

   The Troop is no different than that super star athlete. Like the athlete we need to            

continue our efforts at improving our performance and expanding our capabilities. All of 

us, adults and scouts, need to encourage each other to grow, not only as individuals but 

as a Troop. Growth is not about numbers but about quality experiences and opportuni-

ties. It is about us giving our best efforts towards making those experiences and opportu-

nities available. It is about taking advantage of those experiences and opportunities to 

grow as individuals and as a unit. I want to challenge everyone in the troop to try to ex-

ceed their level of participation in the troop from last year. Not just in attendance, but in 

their commitment towards leadership and their commitment towards accomplishing their 

goals. Whether that is a rank advancement, merit badges, community service or filling a 

position of responsibility we should all strive to be better than we were last year. Can you 

imagine what the Troop will look like in June 2015 with everyone giving their best effort? I 

can, and it will be AWESOME!  

Ken Jackson 
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Summer Court of Honor 

Troop 188 celebrated our Court of Honor on a beautiful spring 

evening on Harper College’s campus. Our Scouts were recog-

nized for their advancements and achievements, and of 

course, Scouts and families 

enjoyed a fine picnic. 
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Troop Outings and Events this Spring and Summer  included: 

 Spring Camp-O-Ree and OA call out 

 Spring Flower Fundraiser 

 Harley Davidson Museum and Engineering Merit Badge Outing 

  Starved Rock Campout 

 OA Fellowship 

 Memorial Day Parade 

 Spring Court of Honor 

 Relay for Life 

 Warren Dunes Campout 

 Car Wash 

 Rocket Launch 
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Check out the fun and     

adventures we had at our  

Spring events including  

Starved Rock Campout, 

Memorial Day Parade and 

Relay for Life 
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Spring Camp-O-Ree  

By: Scotty J. 

Spring Camp-O-Ree was a fantastic time where Troop 188 and its scouts truly shined in 

the competition!  This amazing Camp-O-Ree took place on April 4th-6th at Camp 

Lowden in Oregon Illinois.  Troop 188 arrived late Friday night and our three patrols 

worked tirelessly even in less-than-perfect conditions to create a functional campsite.  

After preparing our campsite for inspection and eating breakfast, our patrols effectively 

assumed their roles in the various rotations of stations!  Each station presented both a 

challenge, and an engaging activity. There were stations such as, Flag Signaling, Fire 

Building, First Aid Scenarios, Stretcher Rescue, Plant & Tree Identification, and Orient-

eering.  Also, after our day’s required activities ended, each patrol individually arrived 

back at the campsite and with a set amount of materials, they each began to create 

their own "Wilderness Shelter" either within, or near our campsite as a final optional 

activity.  Finally the activities were finished, and our fatigued patrols prepared our even-

ing dinner.  Following our meal, our Troop all walked to the fire bowl for our traditional 

OA Callout and Awards Ceremony.   

Congratulations to our two newest OA Inductees Zachary G., and Ashton B.!  After the 

amazing OA Ceremony, we were treated with the traditional and enthusiastic fire bowl 

celebration!  Our Troop has always shined at every awards ceremony in the past, and 

this was no different.  Each patrol received an award of their own, as well as our 

campsite receiving the highest honor!  We returned victorious to our campsite to have a 

little fire celebration of our own.  As each member reflected and retired for the evening, 

so came to close another amazing outing for Troop 188. 
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National Youth Leadership Training By: Scotty J. 
National Youth Leader Training, also known as NYLT is an 

amazing experience to help you improve as a Scout and a person.  When I first arrived at 
Jaydel Training Center at Camp Crown in Trevor, Wisconsin, I was filled with nothing but 
excitement... with a little bit of nervousness.  Walking into the building, I was greeted by 
many of the absolutely AWESOME staff members who helped me get the stuff I needed.  
I accepted my NYLT shirt, as well as a hat in the color of my Patrol for the week (the Sky 
Patrol), and I was on my way!  Walking toward the other side of the building, I noticed a 
large amount of fellow scouts of all shapes and sizes tossing a Frisbee around in a large 
circle.  I was asked to join the game which involved stating your name, say who you are 
going to throw it to (everyone had a name tag, which made this easier), then you would 
throw it.  This simple name game helped me get to know the many scouts around me, 

whether they were in my patrol or not. 
 The entire experience involved many different courses that revolved around im-
proving ourselves as leaders. Activities and games taught us the essentials to help im-
prove ourselves and our patrols provided the support we needed to get through each 

challenging activity.  Challenges included activities like cooking and preparing meals for 
us every morning and every afternoon.  While difficult, these struggles were no match 
for my patrol's amazing spirit!  We worked super hard, and our efforts shined when we 
were awarded beads every morning that reflected our hard work.  All beads and awards 

aside, throughout the week, we all bonded together as a group and as leaders, which 
was the sole purpose of the event. 

 Friday came along sooner than expected.  I enjoyed dinner with my parents, and 
went home with knowledge of how to be a great leader, thanks to the amazing course! 
 Whether I have improved as a leader or not, is not for me to decide.  It is those 

that I have led, and will come to lead in the future in Scouting and beyond. 
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Warren Dunes Campout 
By: Tom H.  

From the 20th-22nd of June, 
four Scouts and two leaders 
traveled to the shores of Lake 
Michigan to see the massive 
Warren Dunes. The Scouts  
were Sean, Matt, Tom, and my-
self. The leaders were Tom’s 
father Matt M. and our Scout-
master, Ken J. We departed 
from Christ Lutheran Church 
just after 6pm that Friday 

night. We arrived at our campsite just after 10pm, were greeted by quickly dark-
ening skies and heavy fog.  After the normal Cracker Barrel and the delicious new 
experience of hummus and crackers we all headed into our tents, awaiting what-
ever the next day might bring.  
After we woke, Sean and Tom M. made a delicious breakfast of pancakes and ba-
con. After breakfast clean up we all piled into Mr. Maj’s car and headed off to the 
dunes. We spent several hours at the beach climbing and playing catch with a 
football in the shallow water near the shore. When we got back to camp, we ate 
an easy lunch of sandwiches and chips.  
Mr. Maj, Tom M., and Sean then went for a hike while Mr. Jackson, myself, and 
Matt stayed at our camp playing catch and discussing possible ideas for the 
troops future activities. Later, everyone except Mr. Maj and I played a long game 
of Uno. After dinner (but before the peach cobbler was done cooking) it started 
to rain.  After the peach cobbler was eaten and the campsite was readied we 
headed to our tents. The next morning we packed up our gear and headed back 
home. 
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Working at the car 

wash…… many 

cars washed and 

money raised for 

Troop 188 
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Annual Planning Meeting 

By: Tristan Ost. 

The Troop 188 planning 

meeting this year was held at 

Brunswick Bowling Alley 

where the scouts had a blast 

planning this upcoming year’s 

activities while also bowling 

and enjoying some pizza. 

Many great ideas came from 

newer and older scouts alike. 

Although Pearl Harbor and 

London were a little out of our 

budget and just a little bit too 

far away, our Scouts came up 

with new and exciting plans. 

Our troop will enjoy events 

scheduled twice a month for 

the entire school year and it 

promises to be an exciting 

year of Scouting. 
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Troop 188 Rocket Launch 

By Tristan Ost. 

This years annual Rocket Launch took off as we showed how great it is 

to be a Boy Scout to the Cub Scouts. Everyone always has a blast as 

we ignite the first set of rockets shooting them into the clear blue sky. 

Because everyone was safe this year we only had one “accident” with 

the port-o-potty rocket which redeemed itself later after temporarily 

catching fire. Huge thanks to the leaders who continue to bring cold 

water and watermelon to refresh everybody in the hot summer sun. 

Next Year is sure to be even better! 
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 One Hundred Scouts 

 Of any one hundred boys who become Scouts, it is estimated that thirty will drop out in 
their first year.  Perhaps this may be regarded as a failure, but in later life all of these young 
men will remember that they were Scouts and will speak well of the program. 

 Of the one hundred, only rarely will one ever appear before a juvenile court judge. 
Twelve of the one hundred will be from families that belong to no church. Through Scouting, 
these twelve and many of their families will be brought into contact with a church and will  
continue to be active all their lives.  Six of the one hundred will become pastors.   

 Each of the one hundred will learn something from Scouting.  Almost all will develop 
hobbies that will add interest throughout the rest of their lives.  Approximately one-half will 
serve in the military, and in varying degree profit from their Scout training.  At least one will 
use it to save another person's life and many will credit it with saving their own. 

 Four of the one hundred will reach Eagle rank, and at least one will later say that he    
valued his Eagle above his college degree.  Many will find their future vocation through merit 
badge work and Scouting contacts.  Seventeen of the one hundred boys will later become 
Scout leaders and will give leadership to thousands of additional boys.   

 Only one in four boys in America will become Scouts, but it is interesting to know that of 
the leaders in this nation in business, religion and politics, three out of four were Scouts.   

 This story will never end. Like the "Golden Pebble" of service dropped into the human 
sea it will continue to radiate in ever-widening circles, influencing the characters of men down 
through unending time.  

While not all of these facts have been verified by your editor, the theme behind them does ring 
true. This essay was provided to me by the daughter of an Silver Beaver award winning Eagle 
Scout. 

Mary Dano, Editor 
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Upcoming Summer Events 

Boundary Waters High Adventure Trip 

Sea Base High Adventure Trip 



 

Scout Leadership Roles as of July 1, 2014 

 

Scotty J.  Senior Patrol Leader 

Sean B.  Assistant Senior Patrol Leader 

Ashton B.  Assistant Senior Patrol Leader 

Tom M.  Troop Quartermaster 

Zack K.   Troop Librarian 

Tristan Ost.   Troop Historian 

Alex V.   Troop Scribe 

Kyle B.   Chaplain’s Aide 

Tim R.   Musician 

James S.  Bugler 

Nick L.   O.A. Representative 

Tom H.   Gamemaster 

Tristan Ost.  Webmaster 

Hunter C.  Patrol Leader-Charred Wolves Patrol 

Will O.   Assistant Patrol Leader-Charred Wolves Patrol 

Nick L.   Patrol Quartermaster-Charred Wolves Patrol 

Graham D.  Patrol Leader-Bat Men Patrol 

Nick M.  Assistant Patrol Leader-Bat Men Patrol 

   Patrol Quartermaster-Bat Men Patrol 

Tim R.                        Patrol Leader-Unknown Patrol 

Matt P.                    Assistant Patrol Leader-Unknown Patrol 

Hunter S.  Quartermaster-Unknown Patrol 

Zach G.  Troop Guide/Den Chief 

Kyle B.   Troop Guide/Den Chief 

Scotty J.  Den Chief 
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Troop Adult Leadership 

Scoutmaster      

Ken Jackson 

Assistant Scoutmasters 

William Brinston 

Jon Conner                         

Stephen Corcoran   

Ken Gedgaud                                                          

Gary Gray 

Mark Haasser                                                                        

Scott Johnson 

 Matt Maj, Webmaster 

 Tony Maniscalco 

Mark Mitchell 

Dave Ottenfeld                                                                     

Tim Schneiderwind 

 

 

Charter Organization 

Christ Lutheran Church 

41 S. Rohlwing Rd. 

Palatine, IL 60074 

http://clcpalatine.org 

Troop 188 meets at this location     

every Monday                                                    

from 7:00pm - 8:30pm  
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