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leatherworking and monkey bridge, all set
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Shortly after that, two day efforts of set up,
food prep and cooking by our adult leaders
and parents allows the scouts and their
families to partake in a FEAST of delicious
food. The Feast s followed by clean up and
fire bowl entertainment provided by our
scouts, as they demonstrate their talents of
skits and song for everyone to enjoy!
Webelos Fall Event 1:00—4:00 PM
FEAST 5:00 PM
Cost is $8.00 per family.
Help is still needed in all areas!
Please do your part!
Please contact Lisa Brinston to
RSVP and/or volunteer
at lmbrinston@msn.com
www.troop-188.org

Introduction to Merit Badges
You can learn about sports, crafts, science, trades, business, and future careers as you earn merit badges.
There are more than 100 merit badges. Any Boy Scout may earn them.
Pick a Subject. Talk to your unit leader (Scoutmaster) about your interests. Read the requirements of the merit
badges you think might interest you. Pick one to earn. Your unit leader will give you the name of a person from a list
of counselors. These individuals have special knowledge in their merit badge subjects and are interested in helping you.
Scout Buddy System. You must have another person with you at each meeting with the merit badge counselor. This
person can be another Scout, your parents or guardian, a brother or sister or other relative, or a friend.
Call the Counselor. Get a signed merit badge application from your unit leader. Get in touch with the merit badge
counselor and tell him or her that you want to earn the merit badge. The counselor may ask to meet you to explain
what is expected and to start helping you meet the requirements. You should also discuss work that you have already
started or possibly completed.
Unless otherwise specified, work for a requirement can be started at any time. Ask your counselor to help you learn
the things you need to know or do. You should read the merit badge pamphlet on the subject.
Show Your Stuff. When you are ready, call the counselor again to make an appointment. When you go take along the
things you have made to meet the requirements. If they are too big to move, take pictures or have an adult tell in
writing what you have done. The counselor will test you on each requirement to make sure you know your stuff and
have done or can do the things required.
Get the Badge. When the counselor is satisfied that you have met each requirement, he or she will sign your
application. Give the signed application to your unit leader so that your merit badge emblem can be secured for you.
Requirements. You are expected to meet the requirements as they are stated—no more and no less. You must do
exactly what is stated in the requirements. If it says "show or demonstrate," that is what you must do. Just telling about
it isn't enough. The same thing holds true for such words as "make," "list," "in the field," and "collect," "identify," and
"label."
The requirements listed here are the official requirements of the Boy Scouts of America. However, the requirements
presented here might not match those in the Boy Scout Handbook and the merit badge pamphlets, because these
requirements are updated only when the Boy Scout Requirements book is updated. The only significant difference
is that as new merit badges are introduced, the requirements are posted here.
If you have already started working on a merit badge when a new edition of the pamphlet is introduced, you may
continue to use the same merit badge pamphlet and fulfill the requirements therein to earn the badge. You do not need
to start all over again with the new pamphlet and revised requirements.
Check with your Troop Librarian to obtain the pamphlet that you need for YOUR NEXT Merit Badge!
Questions regarding merit badges, advancement and other rank specific requirements, should be directed to
Ken Jackson, Scout Master, Bridget Osterhues,Troop Advancement Chair or any Assistant Scout Master.
Source: www.scouting.org/meritbadges
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New Merit Badges
Available Now

Coming SOON!

Search and Rescue

Programming

Released on Aug. 20, 2012

Estimated release: 2012-2013

Kayaking

Game Design

Released on June 13, 2012

Estimated release: 2013

Welding

Animation

Released on Feb. 24, 2012

Estimated release: 2013-2014

Robotics

Signs, Signals & Codes

Released on April 11, 2011

Estimated release: late 2014 or 2015

Chess
Released in September 2011

Geocaching
Released in December 2010

Inventing
Released in June 2010

DID YOU KNOW? …….. Advancement Tips


A board of review for any rank must consist of no fewer than three
members of Committee and no more than six.



All members must be at least 21 for an Eagle board of review. Unit
Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters may not serve on a board
of review for a Scout in their own unit.



Parents or guardians may not serve on a board for their son.



The candidate or his parent(s) or guardian(s) shall have no part in
selecting any board of review members.



These rules can be reviewed in the Guide to Advancement.
http://www.scouting.org/
filestore/pdf/33088.pdf
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The Ultimate List of Scouting Apps
Once upon a time, we used maps printed on paper to find our way. We studied laminated sky charts to identify
constellations. We counted seconds after thunder strikes to locate storms.

What were we thinking?
Today, thanks to the ubiquitous smartphone, we can do all that and more with a few taps.
As Scout leaders, we can now carry a library, GPS, weather radio, compass, map, camera, and field guide in our pocket. But
which apps are worth downloading or — in some cases — paying for?

Smartphones in Scouting
A post about smartphones isn’t complete without a discussion on whether these devices are appropriate in Scouting.
For Scout leaders, smartphones can be an important tool in tracking advancement, researching questions on the spot, and
keeping Scouts safe from weather hazards. For Scouts, I think the best approach is “everything in moderation.”
While smartphones can be a distraction from the great outdoors, they can also be a modern-day Swiss Army knife — a
multipurpose tool to enhance a young person’s Scouting experience. Facebook friend Michael Kunz agrees. He wrote:
“Mobile will become an accepted practice in Scouting. Prepare now for it.”
In fact, next summer’s National Jamboree will again embrace the use of smartphones by Scouts. Boys and girls who bring
their connected devices will have an enhanced jamboree experience that allows them to find their way around the site, learn
more about jamboree activities, and connect with other participants.

AccuWeather
Devices: Android, iPhone/iPod Touch, iPad, Windows Phone
Cost: Free
Description: “Voted ‘Best iPhone App’ by the 2012 Mobie awards, AccuWeather for iPhone is free and users tell us it
is their ‘Go-to weather app.’”

Animated Knots by Grog
Devices: Android, iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
Cost: $4.99
Description: “Teaching and reference tool for boaters, climbers, fishermen, Scouts and hobbyists. Watch as knots tie
themselves in simple step-by-step photo animations.”

Audubon Birds

Cost: $4.99
Devices: Android, iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
Description: “The award winning, must-have bird guide. Now including 49 new species and field marks for over 650
birds.”

Backpacker GPS Trails Lite and Backpacker GPS Trails Pro

Cost: Free for Lite, $4.99 for Pro
Devices: Android, iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
Description: “Record hiking trails, backpacking trips, and camping adventures with Backpacker GPS Trails Pro. View
maps, navigate with GPS and digital compass, take photos, and backtrack to the trailhead.”

BSA On-The-Go

Cost: Free
Device: Android
Description: “The most complete collection of BSA requirements on the Android.” Includes Cub Scouting, Boy
Scouting, Venturing, and Varsity awards and advancement.

Boy Scout Handbook

Cost: $9.99

Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
Description: The official “first digital version of the Scout Handbook.”
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That’s right, GET OFF THE COUCH, put down the electronic device and
take a step toward being an Eagle Scout (Parents can encourage or
push as required).
Once again this year’s registration for individual merit badge classes
or opportunities for scouts and scouters will be done by individual
scouts or by a parent volunteer willing to lead a merit badge clinic or
outing. Below are some ‘OPPORTUNITIES’ just waiting for an adult
volunteer to take the reins.
Please contact Bridget Osterhues if you are able to run a clinic or coordinate and operate the registration
process for any of the following merit badge opportunities.
As parents, you can also help your Scout be successful by registering them for appropriate badges.
Younger scouts should be discouraged from earning advanced badges they may be unable to complete
or they do not meet the requested age/rank requirements. Parents should know the abilities of their
scout and should encourage their scout to spend the needed time prior to earning a merit badge and to
be prepared for his merit badge session. Most badges have prerequisites that may need to be completed
prior to the merit badge clinic. Please make sure your scout does his homework, reviews the merit badge
pamphlet, prints out the merit badge worksheets and please stress to your scout the importance of
working hard in class and cooperating with counselors and classmates.
If you are interested in becoming a merit badge counselor, fill out and submit a merit badge application .
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34405.pdf

Fall/Winter—West Suburban Coin & Collectibles Show - Contact for dates
Once again this year, a Boy Scout Coin Collecting Merit Badge Program will be held at the West Suburban Coin & Collectibles Expo in
Countryside, IL. The program is scheduled for Sunday November 13th, beginning at 10:00 am. All interested Boy Scouts in the
Chicagoland area are invited to attend. Location for this program is Park Place Banquet Hall, 6200 Joliet Rd, Countryside, IL .
The Merit Badge program will be presented by Patti Finner, a Certified Merit Badge Counselor. Boy Scouts will learn the requirements
for the Coin Collecting Merit Badge and can complete them at the show. Each Scout will receive educational material. To reserve space,
please RSVP to Kevin Wasmer 630-399-9060 email kwasmer@comcast.net.

Winter/Spring—Law Merit Badge Seminar (January or February) TROOP FAVORITE!
Following the requirements of the Law Merit Badge booklet, the judges and staff address the differences between civil and
criminal laws; the origin of law; the development of the jury system; the Justinian Code and the Magna Carta; and famous trials in
history. Actual judges preside over a mock trial with the Scouts serving as members of the jury. A guided tour of the Lake County Jail,
Morgue and Courthouse located at 18 N. County Street, Waukegan, IL, normally round out the day. Lunch is provided from the
$5.00 fee. Vending is available.
Point of Contact: Arminda Badgerow 847-377-3909 or abadgerow@lakecountyil.gov
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"Once an Eagle, always an Eagle."
The fact that a boy is an Eagle Scout has always carried with it a special significance, not only in Scouting
but also as he enters higher education, business or industry, and community service. The award is a
performance-based achievement whose standards have been well-maintained over the years. Not every
boy who joins a Boy Scout troop earns the Eagle Scout rank; only about 4 percent of all Boy Scouts do so.
Since 1911 more than 1 million Boy Scouts have earned the rank of Eagle.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouting program of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA).
The Eagle Scout Court of Honor is a very personal event in both the life of the Eagle Scout and the lives of
his family and friends. Typically a celebration takes place when Eagles are to be presented.
Troop 188 has welcomed a number of new scouts to the rank of Eagle recently and celebrated with them
as they were honored at their individual Court of Honor celebrations.

Congratulations to
Nick B., Brandon O., Patrick N., Justin R., Kevin H. and Dan D.,
along with their families on their accomplishment!

Nick B.

Brandon O.

Patrick N.

Kevin H.
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Justin R.

The Eagle Scout Service Project, or more simply the Eagle Scout
Project, is the opportunity for a Boy Scout, Varsity Scout or
qualified Venturer in the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) to
demonstrate leadership of others while performing a project
for the benefit of his community. This is the culmination of the
Eagle Scout candidate's leadership training, and it requires a
significant effort on his part. The project must benefit an
organization other than the BSA, but it cannot be performed
for an individual or a business, be solely a fundraising project,
or be commercial in nature.
Presently, Troop 188 has 3 scouts engaged in their respective
Eagle Projects.
Greg C., who ,with a team of troop volunteers, over the course of four days , with 263 hours of
volunteering, renovated a kitchen and adjacent hallway at Clearbrook’s Riley Center by demolishing the
existing tile and cabinetry, then laying ceramic tile and painting the area, in prep for new cabinetry to be
installed creating a handicap friendly work area for its program participants. Clearbrook’s Riley center is
dedicated to helping adults over 40 with autism through day programs and interactive activities. Greg
would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who helped.

Before

After

Eddie G. has recently begun constructing and installing
birdfeeders for Crabtree Nature Center. If you can help,
contact Eddie.
Cole J. is in the beginning stages of organizing a clothing
drive for Society for the Preservation of Human Dignity. If you
can help, contact Cole.

Boys Scout Troop 188

www.troop-188.org

Congratulations Kyle B. and Scotty J. for becoming TRAINED Den Chiefs!
A den chief is a Boy Scout who assists a Cub Scout den leader or Webelos Scout den leader at den meetings, pack
meetings, and other events. He's a ready source of games, songs, skits, and skills, and he encourages the boys in
their advancement.
His presence adds another important asset. He can tell them about Boy Scouting, with
its outdoor activities, trips, summer camp, and opportunities for advancement. When
it's time for them to move up to a Webelos Scout den or a Boy Scout troop, his
example and encouragement can help them decide to make that transition.
"The den chief is one of the keys to the transition to Boy Scouting," says Ernest R.
(Tommy) Thomas, associate
director of the BSA Cub Scout Division. "He provides
the model that the kids look up to ... If you've got a good den chief, he will generally
take the kids right on into the troop with him." (Source: www. scoutingmagazine.org)
The job also benefits the Scouts. By utilizing skills necessary for working with boys,
den leaders, and pack leaders, den chiefs can fulfill their leadership requirements for
Star, Life, and Eagle ranks.

“They know a lot
about Boy Scouts—
probably everything”
Webelos Scout John
Gorzik, Age 11

CLASSROOM TRAINING
Details and registration forms for all of the classroom training can be found on the
www.nwsc.org website under Training.
Scout to Life Rank Trail -10/20/12 - NWSC. $3 donation will be collected to cover
the cost of printing and beverages. Sign up by October 10th to ensure the class
won’t be cancelled. This course is for Scoutmaster/ASM, Committee Chairperson,
Troop Committee Members, and Troop Advancement Personnel. Seminar educates
leadership on the steps necessary to help Scouts advance.
OKPIK Training -10/21/12, 11/04/12, 11/18/12, 12/09/12 (Indoor Sessions) and 01/05-13 – 01/06/13 (Outdoor
Session) Indoor sessions are in Arlington Heights and Outdoor Session is at Camp Lakota. Cost is $60 if registered by
October 1. This course is for Troop Leaders, Senior Scouts and Troop Trainers ages 14 and up. This is a five session
class that provides the participants with the knowledge and materials to conduct winter camping training with their
units.
Council Training Academy -11/03/12 – Schaumburg – Council offers a variety of opportunities for training at different
sessions during this one day Academy. Details will be available at a later time, but the following courses are currently
scheduled to occur:
 Troop Committee Specifics
 Charter Organization Representative
 Scoutmaster/Assistant Scoutmaster Specifics (Troop 188 REQUIRES this training for all SM/ASM)
 Leave No Trace
If you need or want to attend any of these or other classes at the Academy, please mark your calendar now. Some of
these courses are only offered 1-2 times per year.
Adult & Child CPR/AED and First Aid-11/17/12 – Park Ridge – Course completion will result in issuance of an Adult
& Child CPR/AED Certification Card and a First Aid Certification Card valid for 2 years. Cost is $40. Register by
November 9.
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Fall Fundraisers UNDERWAY!
Popcorn Deadline—October 15
Questions? Contact Cathie Johnson
Wreath Deadline—October 31
Questions? Contact Chris Johnston
Boys Scout Troop 188
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Troop Scout Leadership

Troop Adult Leadership

Senior Patrol Leader
Alex V.

Scoutmaster
Ken Jackson

Assistant Patrol Leader
Tristan O.
Brian P.

Assistant Scoutmasters

Quartermaster
Nicholas L.
Scribe
Travis P.
Historian
Zachary G.
Chaplains Aide
Scotty J.
Librarian
Kyle B.
Musician
Graham D.
OA Representative
Cole J.

William Brinston
Stephen Corcoran
Gary Gray
Scott Johnson
Dan McCoy
Mark Mitchell
Dave Ottenfeld
Mark Stowick

Charter Organization
Christ Lutheran Church
41 S. Rohlwing Rd.
Palatine, IL 60074
http://clcpalatine.org
Troop 188 meets at this location
every Monday
from 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Patrol Leaders
Patrol Leader/Assistant Patrol Leader/Quartermaster)
Angry Birds ~Tom H./Jameson B./Graham D.
Deep Fried Fishies ~ Alex T./Zachary G./Ashton B.
Night Hawks ~ Scotty J./Cal K./Nathan M.
In an effort to protect the privacy of our troop family, contact information for Troop 188 Members
will NOT be published in “Irons In The Fire”. Please refer to your unit issued roster should you
need to contact anyone referred to in this publication. Cathie Johnson, Editor

